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ABSTRACT 



This paper examines the complex Mexican educational system 
and how numerous factors influence its success, depending on one's point of 
reference. Many ideological and subjective judgments are made in this 
evaluation. Non- compulsory preschool enrollment figures show tremendous 
growth in the past 25 years, as does the growth in the number of children 
6-14 years old attending school. In 1992 the process of educational reform 
undertook four important movements: (1) decentralization of the system from 

federal to state control; (2) curricular reform of basic education; (3) 
in-service teacher retraining courses; and (4) reform of teacher training 
programs. The paper argues that this reform procedure represents a tendency 
toward greater democracy, autonomy, and self-rule in the Mexican educational 
structure and process, but these tendencies have been circumscribed by 
prejudices within Mexican society. The paper cites the various kinds of 
prejudices to be found in Mexico, including racism, sexism, nationality, and 
overpopulation. The potential for Mexico to achieve its educational goals is 
greater now than ever before in its history, yet the people must address the 
issues of social injustice in the society. (EH) 
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• 'Perspectives on the Mexican Education System: Prejudices. Problems, Possibilities 

An evaluation of an institution as complex as that of Mexico's educational system would 
necessitate consideration of multitudinous factors, some of which might indicate improvement 
over time, depending on one's point of reference, and many of which are bounded by ideological 
or subjective judgments. Some of these factors are riddled with problematic interpretations. 

For example, the 6% growth of 6-14 year old children attending school between 1990-95 , 1 
could lead to some erroneous interpretations about social and economic change facilitating 
improved attendance if one neglected the fact that only in 1993 did compulsory education extend 
to the middle school years. While statistical evidence can often be misleading, it would not be 
incorrect to view some longer range trends as indicative of genuine improvement of the 
educational mission. In this century the average schooling for the 15+ age group grew trom one 
year to 7.2 years; illiteracy slid from 68% to 12.4% during the same period. Non-compulsory 
preschool enrollment figures also show tremendous growth in the last twenty-five years. Statistics 
alone, however, paint only part of a picture. Indigenous females still exhibit illiteracy rates of 
over 48%. Education is also an act of trained and committed individual educators, dedicated to 
reforms, but also bound by socio-cultural constraints. In 1992 the process of educational reform 
undertook four important movements: 1) decentralization of the system from federal to state 
control. 2) curricular reform of basic education, 3) in-service teacher retraining courses (known as 
PRONAP ), and 4) reform of teacher training programs. Inherent in this reform procedure is a 
tendencv toward greater democracy, autonomy and self-rule in the Mexican educational structure 
and process, but these tendencies have been circumscribed by prejudices within Mexican society. 
As with all reforms, there are problems and possibilities implied by the very changes being 



1 Source: ( ’ onteo dc poblocion y vivienda 1995. INECd (provided by Mexican Secreiaria de 
Edit cue ion Publico) 
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